
 

 

G  reetings!  What a busy month we have had!  
First of all, there was the Pre-Festival Con-
cert.  Along with the bands from Mesa 

Robles and Cedarlane Middle Schools , we were able 
to highlight all the band programs in the Wilson 
Quadrant before the annual District Festival.  All the 
bands did an “excellent” job at the District Festival 
two weeks later.   
 In between these performances, we held our 
annual Family Feast.  This year we were able to 
reach a new attendance high.  Even better, we 

raised the most money from this event to date with a total of just over 
$4000!  We appreciate everyone who supported us, whether it was donating 
prizes, attending the dinner, bidding for auction items, or buying a raffle 
ticket.   
 During Spring Break, about two thirds of the RWMA boarded the Mon-
arch of the Seas and sailed off to San Diego , Catalina, and Ensenada , Mex-
ico .  I would like to thank Yolanda Ramirez and Jodi Scrivens for helping 
out with the last minute task of notarizing letters for the student.  Also, 
thanks to the following chaperones who attended the trip: Jeffrey Nobbs 
(Dance Team booster), Cody Howing (Dance Team booster and Band alum), 
Stanice Kernes, Suzie Mendez, Gary & Donelle Murakami, Dennis & Joanne 
Petros, and Yolanda Ramirez.  The trip would not be possible without all the 
parental support.  The Band and Color Guard along with the Dance Team 
had a shaky (literally) performance, but it was well-received by the audi-
ence. 
 Now, the competitive season of our second semester performance en-
sembles is coming to an end.  The Drumline and Color Guard Champion-
ships are coming up towards the end of the month and the Jazz Band will 
compete one more time at the Mt. SAC Jazz Festival on May 3.  Unfortu-
nately, we had to cancel this year’s Spring Finale due to the installation of 
new bleachers in the gym, but please attend our Spring Concert on May 16.  
The bleachers will have their debut at this event.  And don’t forget that we 
still have the Area Concert and Banquet just around the corner! 

                      Jonathan Chang,  
           Director 
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SPRING FINALE CANCELLED 

Due to the installation of new bleachers 
in the gym, this year's Spring Finale has 

been canceled.  You may still see the 
Color Guard, Jazz Band, and Drumline 

perform at the Spring Concert on Friday, 
May 16. 
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         The Sound Board 

 Hey everyone! Well so far second semester is going along ok and 
both  Drumline and Color Guard are doing well. There is a lot of hard 
work being put into these activities and I know that it will all pay off in 
the end.  As my junior year comes to an end, I look back at all the good 
memories I have had with everyone and know that I will be joining band 
next year for my final year in high school. 
 The cruise trip we took late March was awesome and despite the 
constant  movement of the ship, we were able to perform fairly well. 

Our chaperones helped keep everything in order and I know everyone had a really good time.  
Band overall is coming along and I know that we will strive to accomplish  more goals before the 
school year ends. And to those who are supporting us through all of our hard work, I can speak 
for everyone and say THANK YOU!!! 

Angel Salazar 
Junior, Mellophone Section Leader  

 During Spring break most of the Band, Colorguard and Dance 
members attended the Monarch of the Seas cruise.  This cruise visited 
the ports of San Diego , Catalina and Ensanada. I can confidently say 
that everyone who attended had a great time I know its an experiece 
that I will never forget.   
 I would have to say that my favorite part was the food.  There 
was always a buffet open and the pizza parlor.  There was always a 
band member or dance member eating throughout the day.  That was 

the one place you could go to find people.  The main reason why we attended this cruise was so 
we could perform and we performed the pep tunes that we play at the football games.   
 Performing was a once in a lifetime opportunity because I don’t think we are ever going to 
have a chance to perform on a boat that will be sway as much as it was that night. The songs that 
the Color Guard did not perform to we sat and watched the band and  you could see all of the 
band members swaying back and forth . This trip was surely an experience for everyone and a 
very good bonding experience and I hope the following years will be able to experience a big trip 
like this.  

Amanda Mendez 
Senior, Publicity 

 All aboard onto the Monarch of the Seas!  We had three different 
stops – San Diego , Catalina, and Ensenada, Mexico . The Band and 
Dance Team were allowed to run off and play at each stop before we 
would depart to the next. 
 The food was great! We were granted the privilege of free food 
and unlimited drinks! Many people took the idea of " all the food is free " 
to an entirely new level. For example our roomy, Michael Guss,  just 
about ordered every single appetizer and entrée on the menus. But the 

best part, was the midnight snack! Ten minutes before curfew everyone would rush up to floor 11 
and bring back to their rooms a couple slices of pizza. 

 The performance was an adventure in itself. The Band and the Dance Team both did a 
great job keeping balance on stage as the ship rocked back and forth vigorously. The audience be-
fore us surprisingly, was more than just our parents, but many other cruisers from the ship at-
tended.   This was indeed a fantasmic way to spend our spring break. 

Charles Sun 
Senior, Clarinet Section Leader 



 

 

 

 On Monday, April 7th, we held our Annual Meeting and we held 
elections for next year’s Board of Directors. I want to thank all the 
individuals that “volunteered” to be board members and chairper-
sons next year. We hold the elections in April, but the new board 
members take over their positions at the June Board Meeting. This is 
to give the new members plenty of time to watch and ask questions 
of the current members to provide a smooth transition. Next year 
will be a challenging one. The budget reductions that the District will 
face due to the state’s financial difficulties and that Wilson will be 

getting a new principal are two of the major challenges we will need to face and ensure 
that the academic, music, fine arts, and athletic programs are not affected. I look forward 
to working with everyone next year to ensure that the high quality and standards of our 
music program are maintained. I also want to thank all the parents that attended the 
meeting. It is critically important to be involved and informed on what is occurring at 
school. Congratulations to the new Board of Directors and a sincere thank you to this 
year’s Board for a job well done! 
 From everything I heard, it sounds like everyone had a great time on the cruise. I 
want to thank the chaperones, Stanice Kernes, Suzie Mendez, Gary & Donelle Mura-
kami, Dennis & Joanne Petros, Yolanda Ramirez, Cody Howing, and Jeffrey Nobbs 
for all their efforts in keeping the kids safe and out of trouble. I also want to thank Jodi 
Scrivens and Yolanda Ramirez for donating their time and skills to notarize parent’s 
permission letters that were needed for each child. They spent several evenings at the 
school to make it convenient for everyone. 
 The months of April and May continue to be busy times for each performance group. 
Make sure to get an updated calendar to know what is going on. The Color Guard will be 
going to the WGASC Championships in Orange County on April 19th and 20th. The Drumline 
will be at the ADLA Championships in Corona on April 26th. The Jazz Band will be partici-
pating in the Mt. SAC Jazz Festival on May 3rd. During May, there are several concerts in-
volving the Wind Ensemble, Concert Band, Jazz Band and Color Guard. So please plan to 
attend as many of these performances as possible and support and recognize the efforts 
and hard work the kids have put into preparing for them. 
 The school year is rapidly coming to an end. It is hard to believe, but true! I can still 
remember, like it was yesterday, when the RWMA stepped off at the first home football 
game in September in their new uniforms. They sounded fantastic, and as always, I was 
so impressed with their performance. The RWMA Awards Banquet will be held the last Fri-
day in May (May 30th). It is a lot of fun to reminisce and review the year’s accomplish-
ments. Put it on your calendar, you don’t want to miss it! Tickets for the banquet are very 
reasonable and will be going on sale soon. 
 I hope to see you at a few of the many events planned for the next couple of 
months! Remember, your child may not say it directly to you, but they really do appreci-
ate you coming out and supporting them and recognizing the efforts they put into each of 
their performances. 
 

John Eckman 
RWMA President 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2008 – 2009 WIM CLUB 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS! 

 
Elections for some of the Board of Directors of the WIM Club were held at the Annual WIM Club 
Meeting on Monday, April 7th. We believe we had a very fine slate of people running for the Board. 
We thank all of them! Our new board will do a great job of leading the organization next year. The 
new board members will take their positions at the June 16th Board Meeting. We hold the elections 
two months early so there will be a smooth transition between the outgoing board and the new in-
coming board. We still have one important opening; Vice President – Ways & Means. The following 
are the individuals that will serve as your WIM Club Board of Directors for 2008 - 2009: 
 
  Gary Murakami    President 
  Vacant    Vice President – Ways & Means 
  Sandy Syaifulah   Vice President – Color Guard 
  Jodi Scrivens   Secretary 
  Jean Chu    Treasurer 
  Cindy Greenup   Member-at-Large 
  Maria Lam    Member-at-Large 
 
 
We also have had the following individuals volunteer for various positions as chairpersons: 
 
  Emily Hernandez  Chaperones    
  John Eckman  Golden State Field Classic  
  James VanGerpen  Newsletter  
  Donelle Murakami  Parent Communications  
  Jenny Inouye &  
    June Okawa  Uniforms  
 
 
These individuals have agreed to serve as board members and chairpersons, but they cannot do it 
alone! They will need your support and hard work to make the RWMA and WIM Club a success. Next 
year will be a year of changes and challenges. We need to stay involved and active to ensure the 
music programs remain intact. Please consider helping in one of the open positions. The more peo-
ple involved, the less work there is for everyone, including Mr. Chang. We want to continue the 
great traditions and quality of the RWMA Program next year! 
 
Good luck to everyone! It should be a great year! 

 

 

Congratulations Ashley Ho! 

Congratulations to Ashley Ho for recently winning first prize in the district-wide writing contest entitled “Important 
People in Your Life.”  The district-wide contest was sponsored by Delta Kappa Gamma.  Ashley is a sophomore 
and is the Color Guard Lieutenant. 

 **Correction** 

A big “Thank You” goes out to Michelle Okawa and her family for their donation of Band Room Wish List items.  
She was incorrectly identified in the last two editions of WIMsical Notes. 
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