
 

 

G  reetings!  The year has come to an end 
and we can now close another chapter 
in the successful history of the Royal 

Wilson Marching Alliance.  First of all, congratu-
lations to all the graduating seniors, especially 
those who have contributed all four years of 
their high school lives to band and color guard.  
We will miss you along with the support of your 
families. 

  I would also like to thank John Eckman, serving his third con-
secutive year as WIM Club President and fifth year overall.  His contri-
butions have been a tremendous “boost” to the organization over the 
years.  While he is finally retiring from the board, we aren’t letting 
him leave us completely as he will still serve as our Golden State Field 
Classic Tournament Chairperson.  I look forward to working with him 
in this area another year. 

  At the same time, I would like to welcome the “rookie” students 
and their families to the RWMA family.  You may not know what you 
will be getting into, but we hope in four years you will look back at 
your experience of being a part of the RWMA fondly.  And taking the 
helm as WIM Club President this year is Gary Murakami.  I have com-
plete confidence that Gary and the rest of the board will help support 
all our programs and help us through yet another successful year. 

   I encourage everyone to take an active role in being a part of 
the RWMA or WIM Club family.  When we all work together, we are 
just one big, happy family! 
 

           Jonathan Chang,  
    Director 
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BAND OFFICE PHONE  
NUMBER CHANGE 

 
 The telephone number to the Band 
Room Office has been changed.  The 

new telephone number is: 

(626) 934-4572 
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         The Sound Board 

We would first like to start out by thanking the former council presidents for their 
hard work put into the Royal Wilson Marching Alliance. We wish you both the best 
in your journeys in life and we will greatly miss you both! We would also like to 
thank all the graduating seniors who have worked, performed, and competed with 
us. Good luck and remember to come support your fellow band members every 
once in a while! As this year comes to a close, we are now looking ahead at the 
upcoming year with much excitement and determination.  As the new council presi-
dents, we are determined to help make the rookies’ transition into high school and 

marching band as smooth as possible. With the help of summer band and rehearsals, we are confident that both 
rookies and veterans will work hard to prepare for the upcoming performance at the 4th of July Parade. To those 
who have supported us last year and previous years, we thank you for your generous support and appreciate all 
the help you have given this organization. We hope to see many familiar faces as well as new ones at the 4th of 
July Parade! 

Maggie Au & Angel Salazar, 
Alliance Council Presidents for 08-09 

Hey everyone! Spring Concert has just passed and that means that the end of the 
year is well on its way. The color guard produced two shows for this event; Rook-
ies and Vets, both equally entertaining and well thought out. The rookies per-
formed to a mix of songs including Barbie Girl by Aqua, Funkytown, and Elevator 
by Flo Rida. The veterans brought hip hop and technologic beats together with a 
mix of Bleeding Love by Leona Lewis, Stronger by Kanye West and Harder, Better, 
Faster, Stronger by Daft Punk. Both pieces were created by your very own Wilson 
Color Guard. Also performed for the second to last time was their competitive show 

entitled, Harbor by Vienna Teng. The Spring Concert was also home to the Concert Band, Wind Ensemble, and 
Jazz Band. It is to true disbelief that the 2007-2008 year is almost over, giving everyone sentimental thoughts 
and feelings as we reminisce in the memories of this past year. However, the end of the year also brings a new 
beginning as we look forward to the upcoming field season and the year of 2009. Nevertheless, it is safe to say 
that we are very proud of this year’s RWMA seniors as they continue on with the next phase in their lives, what-
ever that may be. I give my best regards to the graduating class of 2008 wishing for their utmost happiness as 
they move on from High School entering the “real world”. 

Ashley Ho 
Color Guard Lieutenant  

 The year is coming to a close and it had been one of the best years ever. 
The band and color guard have really come a long way since the summer. From 
band camp to spring concert, everyone has progressed in their talents and had 
shared some unforgettable memories along the way. Although it is somewhat sad 
for the seniors to say goodbye to the RWMA, we have the opportunity to reflect on 
this year’s past events. 
 All of our performing groups did well this year. We started out with prepar-
ing for the Fourth of July Parade, and we trained our rookies for their first big per-

formance. Next, we had a successful field show season, ultimately placing ninth at championships. We then 
moved on to concert season, which included Concert Band, Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band, Chamber Music, Drum-
line, and Winter Guard. Concert Band and Wind Ensemble both received an Excellent rating and District Festi-
val. Jazz Band placed first in both of their competitions. Drumline and Winter Guard also had successful sea-
sons. 
 Despite all of the activities and hard work, we are honored to be able to be a part of it. This was a great 
experience for us and we had fun along the way.   We would like to thank all of the parents, Mr. Eckman, Mr. 
Chang, and everyone else who helped to make this year a success. Good luck to everyone next year! 
 

Amanda Petros and Erin Ogawa 
Alliance Council Presidents for 07-08  Continued on page 10 
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I say this each year, but it is hard to believe another school year 
is coming to a close. It must be true, that as you get older time 
seems to go faster, because that certainly is what I have experi-
enced. It has been another fun and rewarding year for me. As I 
reflect back on the nine years I have been involved with the 
RWMA and WIM Club, I have very fond memories. Seeing the kids 
mature and grow has been very rewarding for me. I continue to 
run into kids or their parents from my first couple of years, and I 
really enjoy hearing what they are up to. Some are working, oth-
ers are married and having children, and others are moving for-
ward in school.  

 
The other thing I am grateful for and will cherish are the friends I have made. Getting to 
know many of you; working with you; and being able to call you friends is very important 
to me. Without the friendships and laughs I have had with you over the years, it would 
have seemed impossible at times to get everything done and make it an enjoyable experi-
ence. I have always told the new parents and those coming out for the first time, you will 
work hard, but I guarantee you – you will have some fun and meet the greatest group of 
people ever! All of you did that for me! I sincerely want to thank you for that. 
 
To those of you that will continue on, I want to remind you, that when you are out there 
working for the RWMA, you are doing it for your own kid and to be a part of their growing 
up experience, but you are also doing it for ALL the other kids in the RWMA as well. If 
everyone will remember that and remember there is no “glory” in our jobs, you will find 
your experience with the group extremely rewarding. When you see the smiles on the 
kids’ faces when they complete a competition, or hear them sigh with relief, or share a 
laugh with another parent – it makes all your work worth it!! Keeping politics, personal 
opinions and feelings to ourselves will make our kids’ RWMA experience a great learning 
opportunity and more rewarding and fun. We are here to support Mr. Chang and the 
RWMA; nothing more and nothing less. 
 
I want to again thank Mr. Chang. It has been a pleasure working with him for the past 
nine years. I have been able to see him grow, get married, and become a father. He has 
been able to see me get totally gray! He is more than a very fine music instructor and 
band director. He teaches the kids responsibility, time management, how to push them-
selves to their individual limit to do their best, and teamwork. They also learn what it 
takes to be a part of a new and larger family. These skills are ones our kids will use 
throughout their adult lives. They will be better people by learning that. We owe Mr. 
Chang a debt of gratitude for all he does! 
 
I also want to thank the current Board of Directors. They are the ones who really did all 
the work. They are dedicated individuals who knew what needed to be done and always 
stepped up. A sincere thank you to all of you! 
 
Well, that is enough of looking backward; we need to look forward to a great year coming 
up. 
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President’s Message, cont. 
 

Gary Murakami is taking over the reins. He has been involved with the RWMA longer than I have! Corbin is 
his third child to be in the RWMA. He is very capable and will do a great job. In addition, he has out-
standing help with the Board of Directors that has been elected for next year. Please give them your sup-
port by volunteering your time. You don’t need to be available for every performance; any time you can 
help will be appreciated. I will be involved next year helping with the Golden State Field Classic and any-
thing else Gary might need. I look forward to continuing to work with many of you. 
 
There is always anticipation, a little apprehension, and a lot of hard work that goes along with the start of a 
new year. I hope many of you, new and old, will join us next year and participate in the WIM Club activities. 
We will need your help, but more importantly, the kids need your support! It should be an exciting year. 
 
Seniors – Congratulations and Good Luck!! Juniors, Sophomores, Freshmen, and new members – 
have an even better year next year!!! Have a great summer as well. 
 

John Eckman 
Outgoing WIM Club President 

 
 

A SINCERE THANK YOU TO OUR  
2007 – 2008 WIM CLUB BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 

 President       John Eckman 
 
 Vice President – Ways & Means   Joanne Petros 
 
 Secretary       Jodi Scrivens 
 
 Treasurers       Gary & Donelle Murakami 
 
 Members-at-Large     Jean Chu 
        Gail Ogawa 
 
 Chaperone Chairperson    Shawna Kernes 
 
 Newsletter Chairperson    James VanGerpen 
 
 Parent Communication Chairpersons  Grace Wong  
        Donelle Murakami 
 
 Uniform Chairpersons     Jenny Inouye  
        June Okawa 
 
 

Your hard work and efforts are appreciated and made our year a success!! 



 

 

VOLUME XLI,  ISSUE 8  PAGE  5 

Welcome Freshman Parents! 
 
 Summer band will be starting on June 16th, and your student will begin to train to be a part of the 
Royal Wilson Marching Alliance (RWMA)! It is an exciting time for them and it is a time filled with hard 
work. In the end, it will be a learning and rewarding experience for all of you. 
 Let me define a couple of terms that will help you understand the structure of the band and color 
guard. The students that belong to either the band or color guard are members of the Royal Wilson March-
ing Alliance (RWMA). The Wilson Instrumental Music Club, Inc. (WIM Club) is the group you belong to!! 
It is a non-profit organization with the sole purpose to serve as the parent booster support organization for 
the RWMA and to promote the music and educational programs of Glen A. Wilson High School. We ac-
complish this in two ways; by fundraising to provide funds for the various expenses associated with each 
band and color guard performance, and by the individual involvement of each parent to prepare the 
RWMA and assist them at their various performances and competitions. 
 It takes a great deal of money and labor to support a unit of approximately 120 students. All of the 
sources of revenue to pay the expenses are derived from the shared cost each student must pay, and from 
fundraising events that are scheduled throughout the year. A separate article describing the shared cost 
obligation will be in our next newsletter. This year, the WIM Club will need to raise approximately $40,000 
above the shared cost collected from each student to cover the expenses of the RWMA for the school year. 
Our major fundraising event is a field show competition we sponsor at Wilson High School known as the 
Golden State Field Classic (GSFC). This will be our 20th year and it will be held on Saturday, October 25th. 
Since this is a very large event to sponsor, and it is our largest fundraising event of the year, we ask each 
parent to help us by working that day. You will be hearing more about this event during band camp in 
August. 
 Finally, we will need your time and help during the Fall competition season. It takes a lot of par-
ents to move the band and color guard at each competition, field show, and football game. We need par-
ents to assist in feeding the kids on Saturdays, checking uniforms in and out, loading and unloading the 
instruments, equipment, uniforms, etc. from the trucks, and finally, moving the equipment and props on 
and off the field for each performance. We need each of you to volunteer to help with these functions. We 
can use you as often as you are available. You don’t have to help every time – even once will be very much 
appreciated. Just stop by the Band Room when you drop off your child or stop by where the buses are 
parked at a competition or football game. We can always use an extra set of hands! When you are picking 
up your child after an event, get out of your car and come down to the band room to help put the equip-
ment away. By working at the competitions, you get to be on the field and see the performance and your 
student up close and personal, which is fun! You will find it very rewarding and you become a part of the 
success of the RWMA as well. Your child, even though they may not show it, will appreciate you being 
there. 
 Also included in this newsletter is a Q&A for Freshmen Parents. Please take some time to go over 
it. It has some of the typical questions you may have about the RWMA. A calendar of events is also in-
cluded. We will be continually updating it and will be sending it out in our monthly WIMsical Notes News-
letter. They are also available in the Band Room. 
 I look forward to working with each of you during the upcoming year. We will have a Family Pot-
luck Dinner and orientation meeting on the last night of band camp, Friday, August 22nd. At this meeting 
you can meet the other parents, hear more details about the upcoming Fall competition season, and see the 
field show the kids have been working on all summer for the first time. Please plan on attending. We will 
work, but we will also have some fun. I thank you in advance for both your financial support and your 
time! I know this will be another very successful year!!! 
 

Gary Murakami 
Incoming WIM Club President 
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Welcome Veteran Parents and  
Incoming Parents to the RWMA! 

 
 
We are excited about the start of a new season and one way you can stay connected is through our WIM 
Club eNotes: our email system.  Please take the time to fill out the form below and return it to Mr. Chang 
as soon as possible.  (Veteran parents:  If you are already receiving the eNotes you do not need to fill out 
the form again.  IF you are NOT receiving the eNotes or need to change your email address, please fill out 
the form). 
 
Our first event will be marching in the Annual Hacienda Heights Parade on Friday, July 4 and you will not 
want to miss out on any information we may need to share with you. 
 
Be Connected AND Be Involved~!  
         Sincerely,  
         Donelle Murakami 

To the parents/guardians of a RWMA member: 

In anticipation of the upcoming season, we are putting together a phone tree and email group to bet-
ter inform you of when we can use your assistance in supporting the RWMA. There will be various op-
portunities throughout the year. YOUR participation will mean much to your student. Let’s show 
them our love and support! 

 
Please provide us with the following information: 
 

 (circle one)    Band      Color Guard  

Member’s Name(s):  ________________________ Grade in the Fall: _____ 

    ________________________ Grade in the Fall: _____ 

 

Parent’s/Guardian’s Name(s): _____________________ ______________________ 

 
Email Address: _____________________ ______________________ 

 
Contact Phone #: _____________________ ______________________ 

 
Preferred method of contact: _____________________ ______________________ 

 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Grace Wong (home: 626/965-2690, cell: 626/297-8910) or 
Donelle Murakami (home: 626/965-3974). 
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The Sound Board, cont. 
 

Whoa, whoa whoa! It’s ALMOST OVER?! 
 
Hey everyone! Well this year surely went by so fast, at least for me. It feels like it 
was only yesterday that I was a freshman, but now, everyone’s moving on to an-
other year, and the class of 2008 is graduating! This band surely has many things to 
be proud of with all our groups besides our successful marching season. All of our 
groups such as winter guard, the concert band, wind ensemble, jazz band, Drum 
Line, and our chamber music participants all put on great shows and also repre-
sented Wilson High School and the RWMA very well. We had an amazing field sea-

son and we even made it, once more, to SCSBOA Division 4A Championships! All of our members worked excep-
tionally hard to put together and make this show work, but also, to unify and make that one big sound and one big 
show we always strive for. This year was great, filled with many memories that I’ll always remember- not to mention it 
was also very fun! In all honesty though, I was not prepared for the year to wind down so quickly! Because, to me and 
all the Seniors, every event, show, competition, and concert will be the very last, and it’s a sad feeling to think that we 
won’t be able to continue on next year with the band. We’ve all become so close and gotten to know each other that 
it’s hard to say good bye. It was truly an honor for me to be the Drum Major for the RWMA this year and I’m glad to 
have experienced and worked alongside Mr. Chang and every single member and parent this year. However, some 
things do come to an end, but for the rest, good luck in your future years in the RWMA. As we prepare for a new year, 
and as our Seniors prepare to graduate, it’s time to say good bye and good luck. Congratulations Class of 2008 and 
good luck in all your future endeavors. As for the rest of you, I wish you all the very best in the RWMA and anything 
else music and the rhythm of your heart sets you out to do!  -  Farewell everyone! 

Brian Hernandez,  
Outgoing Drum Major 

 
 

 

2008/2009 WIM Club Board Of Directors 
 
 President       Gary & Donelle Murakami 
 
 Vice President – Ways & Means   Marilou Li  
  
 Vice President—Color Guard   Sandy Syaifulah 
 
 Secretary       Jodi Scrivens 
 
 Treasurers       Jean Chu 
 
 Members-at-Large     Cindy Greenup 
        Maria Lam 
 
 Newsletter Chairperson    James VanGerpen 
 
 Parent Communication Chairpersons  Grace Wong  
        Donelle Murakami 
         
 Uniform Chairpersons     Jenny Inouye  
        June Okawa 
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“WISH UPON A STAR” - RWMA AWARDS BANQUET” 
 

The 42nd Annual RWMA Awards Banquet was held on Friday, May 30th, at the Radisson Hotel in Whittier. 
The theme for the banquet this year was based on Disney’s, “Wish Upon a Star”. A special thanks to the 
Banquet Committee chaired by Donelle Murakami, Amanda Petros, and Erin Ogawa. Brian Hernandez and 
Erin Ogawa did an outstanding job of setting the mood throughout the banquet as our Masters of Cere-
mony. As usual, there were many deserving individuals that were recognized for their support of the 
RWMA and for their scholastic achievements. 
 
This year’s scholarships were given to the following individuals: 
 
 Alumni Scholarship      Billy Wallach 
 Glen A. Wilson Memorial Scholarship   Erin Ogawa 
 Kenneth Holthouser Memorial Scholarship   Erin Kim 
 Seth Wayne Ober Memorial Scholarship   Amanda Petros 
 WIM Club Scholarships 

 Plaque Awards     Shawna Kernes & Krisstina Lin 
 Certificate Awards     Erin Ogawa, Amanda Petros, &  
       Billy Wallach 

 
This year’s special awards were given to the following individuals: 
 
 WIM Club Perpetual Service Award    Dave & Chris Wallach 
 
 Director’s Award - Color Guard    Evelyn Syaifulah 
 Director’s Award - Drumline     Shawna Kernes 
 Director’s Award - Jazz Band    Brian Xiao 
 Director’s Award - Wildcat Band    Billy Wallach 
 
 Most Outstanding - Color Guard    Evelyn Syaifulah 
 Most Improved - Color Guard    Karmina Suarez 
 Most Outstanding Musician – Jazz Band   Ricky Lin 
 Most Improved Musician – Jazz Band   Derek Louie 
 Most Outstanding Musician – Concert Band   Chloe Shih 
 Most Improved Musician – Concert Band   Kevin Nguyen 
 Most Outstanding Musician – Wind Ensemble  Erin Kim 
 Most Improved Musician – Wind Ensemble   Michelle Okawa 
 
 Hardest Working Band Person    Erin Ogawa 
 
 Outstanding Senior      Erin Ogawa 
 Outstanding Junior      Michael Martinez 
 Outstanding Sophomore     Derek Louie 
 
 Jeff Briggs Memorial Award for the 
    Most Promising Freshman     Stephen Hubert 
 
The Drum Major for next year will be this year’s Assistant Drum Major, David Moon, and next year’s Assis-
tant Drum Major will be Andrew Lam. The Color Guard Captain for next year will be Evelyn Syaifulah and 
the Lieutenant will be Ashley Ho. Maggie Au and Angel Salazar were elected as Co-Presidents of the 
Band Council for the 2008 - 2009 school year. 
 
We want to congratulate all of this year’s scholarship and award winners. Your efforts and dedication to the 
RWMA has been recognized and appreciated. We also want to thank all the seniors for all your hard work. 
We congratulate you and wish you the very best in the years to come! 
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