
 

 

G  reetings!   The competitive season is 
upon us and we’re off to a great 
start!  Starting from the first day of 

summer school, we’ve been working to get to 
this point, and the fruits of our labor have paid 
off.  Both the Band and Color Guard won 1st 
place in their class at our first competition, the 

Valencia Field Show Tournament.  And if you are wondering how the 
Percussion did, they are no longer judged separately but still remain 
as contributors to the Band score (as does the Color Guard from a 
visual aspect).  The show is not quite complete (hopefully, it will be 
by the time you read this), but it is developing nicely and I’m looking 
forward to hearing and seeing the final product. 

      Not only are the students hard at work, but the boosters as 
well.  I truly appreciate everyone’s support and hard work, whether 
it is helping out with uniforms, repairing our cabinets in the band 
room, volunteering for football games and competitions, preparing 
meals for the students, helping out with the Golden State Field Clas-
sic, assisting in fundraisers, cheering us on from the stands, or any-
thing else that helps us run the program.  Together, we all make the 
program a great success! 

Jonathan Chang 
Director  

Director’s Take 

November 2008 Volume XLII, Issue 3 

WIMsical Notes 

Upcoming Events:  

 
Home Football Games 
•  Nov 7 vs Diamond  
          Ranch 
 

Band Tournaments 

•  November 8 @ Irvine 
•  November 15 @ Los Altos 
•  November 22 @ Ramona 
      Southwest Regional 
•  December 6 @ SCSBOA 
     Championships (if we 
     qualify) 
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Wilson Instrumental Music Club, Inc. 

http://www.wilson.hlpusd.k12.ca.us/band/home.html 

Band Room  
Phone Number 
(626) 934-4572 

 

 
Have you checked out the official  

RWMA Website? 
www.wilson.hlpusd.k12.ca.us/band/home.html 
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         The Sound Board 

Three years have passed and it seems like all a dream. Every year may 
sound the same but each experience is unique in its own ways. Rehears-
als, football games, and competitions involve hard work, but it all pays 
off at the end when we walk off the field with an accomplished feeling 
inside and quality time is spent with our close friends.  
 
We have had numerous rehearsals, few football games, and zero com-
petitions thus far, but our first competition is this Saturday. With all the 
effort and time we put into developing the field show, the first competi-

tion should be a breeze. Also, the annual GSFC, the Golden State Field Classic, which is the field 
show tournament we host at Wilson High School, is approaching and that is always a nice memo-
rable experience for everyone. The year has started off great and I hope it will conclude in an 
even greater way. 

Andrew Choie (Senior) – Trumpet Section Leader 

Greetings!  If you see bright colorful flags spinning in the air, you'll know 
it's that time of year again; field season! This year, with instructors, Peter 
Gomez and Wendy Lomeli, the color guard looks great. We've been practic-
ing every Tuesday and Thursday from 5-9 p.m working on this year's field 
show entitled, Celtic Dreams.  Some days, we work with Mrs. Chang, the 
dance instructor, to improve the member's dance and movement skills. I'm 
very excited about our first competition on Saturday, October 9 at Valencia 
High School , so hopefully we'll do well and kick things off with a bang. 

We've still got plenty of competitions and a long way to go until Championships so...wish us luck!  
 

Ashley Ho (Junior) – Color Guard Lieutenant  

School is back in session and band members are ready to give their all 
in our first upcoming competition at Valencia . We have high expectation 
for this year since our new field show entitled Celtic Dreams and many 
of us have found it to be a bit of a hard, but cool piece of music.With 
more members and more experiences ahead of us this year we will all 
work our hardest to make this year our best. 

As a senior it has been a great experience and joy to have been in this 
band and experience these four years with everyone. Even if you say how band has taken up so 
much of students time, it is the best experience that they can get at Wilson . Since they are able 
to meet new people and forge new memories with everyone. From our very first step in Summer 
Band Camp to our very last at Championships we are all in this together as one and work together 
in order to fulfill our motto of envisioning the dream and performing our vision. 
 

Justin Inouye (Senior) – Publicity  
 

  
 



 

 

 

The Fall season is now upon us and we are into the busiest 
time of the year for the RWMA. Our student’s class work, 
homework, and projects are at full speed. The home football 
games (and even the few away games) are great opportuni-
ties to practice musicianship, camaraderie, and school spirit. 
The field show competitions take up the majority of a Satur-
day and can be very demanding on the body with the re-
hearsals, marching drills, and performance. The mental 
stresses of trying to remember routines and not making mis-
takes is also draining for the students. 
It is because of the extra demands on our students’ time, 
energy, and concentration during this season that we need 
to be especially aware and responsive to their needs to help 

them be successful. 
Mr. Chang stresses these important areas to this kids but it doesn’t hurt to re-

mind the parents too. 
 

1. Students need enough rest. It is difficult to justify getting enough sleep when 
there is so much work to finish, but it only makes sense that your student’s 
ability to complete tasks and do them well is related to their fatigue level. 
Sometimes a break in schedule to take a power nap or defer an assignment un-
til after a good night’s sleep is very wise. 

2. Students cannot run on an empty tank. Skipping or deferring a meal is OK if 
you still have enough food to carry you through, but not having anything to run 
on (like skipping breakfast) is not good. Lack of fuel when the body is in high 
demand will lead to lethargy, loss of focus, and even loss of function. Also, a 
sugar boost like a candy bar will give quick energy but not last for the long 
haul. 

3. Students must manage their activities. Looking forward in time two days ahead 
is very difficult for high schoolers. However, it is necessary to think ahead to 
what needs to be done and what activities need to be done in order to make all 
commitments. Everyone has 24 hours in a day so we cannot manage our time 
to be any more or less. We can however, manage what activities we do in those 
24 hours and plan ahead so that if a project is due on Monday but there is a 
competition all day Saturday, then instead of playing Wii on Thursday, it would 
be smarter to spend time working on the project. Students need to make these 
good choices and we parents can encourage them. 

 
 
Let’s help our students have the best chances to work to their full potential by en-
couraging them in these areas. 

Gary Murakami – WIM Club President 
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Have You Seen Me? 
All band students are required to practice a minimum of 90 minutes every week.  This practice record (see below) should be 
signed by a parent and turned in by the student at the beginning of each week.  Most grades are lowered due to students 
not turning in practice records. 

 

 Name _____________________________________      Week of _______/_______ 

 MIN MATERIAL PRACTICED 

MON     

TUE     

WED     

THU     

FRI     

SAT     

SUN     

TOTAL    

Valencia Tournament Photos 
October 11, 2008 
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McDonald’s Night Update 
 
Our 6th Annual McDonald Night was a fun, festive, loud and a happy place to be~!  Thank YOU to the stu-
dents who worked their shifts and brought their sections, family and friends to eat, and to the many VIPS 
from WHS who came out and tossed the french fries, sold parfaits and cookies and created the iced coffees 
and soft ice cream creations.  At times everyone was really hustling~! 
 
When you see these VIPS at WHS please thank them for participating: 
         R. Recinos         Teacher   M. Gomez  Teacher 
         B. Webster         V.P.    A. Hanson  Teacher 
         J. Chang          Director   C. Singhi  Teacher 
         N. Alvarado       Teacher   C. Valentine  Teacher 
         A.Clegg             Admin.   N. Nakamura  Teacher 
         E. Paul           Principal   L. Orth   Teacher 
                M. Fessenden  Teacher 
          
Also, a special thanks to Mr. Dave Wallach, an alumni parent who came out to help me.  He is fondly called 
the "Supervisor".   I would not be able to keep the student shifts rotating without him.  Many alumni re-
turned to eat and visit with us.  It was good to see all of you and your presence is always welcomed.  Again, 
I hope each of you  had a fun and enjoyable time, and I thank you for your support of the RWMA.  When 
the total is tallied I will be sure to share it with you. 
 
                Thank YOU~! 
                 Donelle Murakami  



 

 

PAGE  10 



 

 

PAGE  11 


