
 

 

G  reetings!  I hope everyone had a 
wonderful holiday season!  It is nice 
to have some time off to recharge 

your batteries.  Once the Winter Break was 
done, we came back to school for one of more 
enjoyable performances of the year, marching 
at a Disney amusement park.  The difference 

this year was that instead of Disneyland, the RWMA performed at 
California Adventure.  This was a new experience for everyone, and 
an enjoyable, too.  The performance was well received by park 
guests, cast members, and our stage managers who had many com-
pliments for us. 
 
Now that marching season is over, we have many of our smaller en-
sembles now rehearsing for second semester performances.  The 
Jazz Band is now playing at home varsity basketball games and pre-
paring for jazz festivals.  The Concert Band and Wind Ensemble are 
preparing music for the District Festival.  And the Color Guard and 
Drumline are preparing for their competitive seasons.  I hope every-
one has the opportunity to come out and support all our groups as 
they perform throughout the semester. 

 Jonathan Chang 
Director  
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Upcoming Events:  

 
• Feb 4 & 18 —Scrip Orders 

Due 

• March 13—Family Feast 
& Silent  Auction  

• May 8—Spring Concert  

• May 11—Drum Major 
Tryouts 

• May 15—Awards Banquet  
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ARROYO HIGH SCHOOL FUNDRAISER REMINDER 
The RWMA is still collecting change (coins and/or bills) to help the Arroyo 
High School Marching Band who suffered a major setback when their in-
strument trailer jackknifed on the way to a competition. 

Send your change with your student to be put in the “jar” in the band 
room.  Together, we can help support a fellow band and color guard.   

To those who have already donated—Thank You.  Thus far, we have raised 
over $80 towards this effort. 
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         The Sound Board 

Winter break has ended and things are starting up again. Winter 
Guard, Drum Line, and our concert band seasons are starting. 
With the end of the semester coming up, it is giving everyone a 
chance to start fresh with new grades, allowing them to partici-
pate in these activities.  
 
With concert band, I hope that we all work hard and do what we 
can do to ensure a superior rating at Festival this year. The family 

feast that is coming up should be lots of fun; I’m really looking forward to it. 
 

Tyler Greenup (Sophmore, Clarinet) – Member at Large  

The jazz, wind ensemble, and concert band groups have blasted 
off the New Year with consistent practice on their jazz and festival 
music. The winter guard, jazz band, and chamber music are pre-
paring their programs as the spring drumline and mallet ensem-
ble have just wrapped up their auditions. For the first time in the 
past six years, the spring drumline will once again participate and 
compete under the marching drumline category. A mallet ensem-
ble will also be a new addition to our superb performing groups 

this spring. 
 Unlike previous years where the RWMA has been invited to Disneyland for our an-
nual parade, we performed another successful parade on January 10th, this time at Cali-
fornia Adventure. This was another exciting experience for everyone. Aside from spend-
ing a whole day at a theme park with each other, we were invited to march on the Cali-
fornia Adventure parade route during a busy, busy Saturday. Similar to all our previous 
performances, the RWMA performed spectacularly and enjoyed the rest of the day at the 
theme park. 
 Be sure to catch and support the Jazz band and Color Guard performances just 
around the corner! 

Samantha Hong (Junior) – Front Ensemble Section Leader  

With the holidays behind us, the RWMA has some up and coming 
events. This time sees the start of the other programs we have. 
Winter Guard has just started, and there are high hopes for their 
season. Although they are smaller than they have been in the 
past, they remain as strong a group as they have been before. 
Drumline is starting in the second semester as well, and this year 
we are adding an elite mallet line. This will be a group that com-
petes separately . Also, in February, we will be having our Home-

Town Buffet fundraiser. The amount of money we make off of this fundraiser depends on 
the amount of people that show up. I hope to see you there! 
 

Cesar Polanco (Senior) –  
Tenor Brass Section Leader & Vice President/Secreatry 
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President’s Message 
We are now at the half-way point of the school year and it is a 
good time to both reflect on times gone by and to look forward 
to what is yet to come. 
 
Remember…. 
Summer Band/march, play music, march, play music, drink wa-
ter/4th of July Parade/hot day/sell sno-cones/lots of donated 
water/LA’s new band director/Band Camp/fast learners/hot 
days/RESET/Mr. Mengel’s exercises/Family Potluck/meet new 
families/good food/slow students/first peek at field show/Home 
Football Games/ popcorn, sno-cones, churros/visitor field con-
cessions/losing streak/field show after the end of the Homecom-
ing Game/Field Show Competitions/yummy lunches/pack and 
unpack the truck/win awards/goodie bags/bus rides/Golden 

State Field Classic/wake up early/signs/buses/trucks/people/concessions/awards/  
escorts/walkie-talkies/nametags/cleanup trash/leftover food/District Band Night/La 
Puente/Workman/Los Altos/parents/friends/weeknight/Area Concert/middle schools/ 
show tunes/gymnasium/McDonalds Night/greeters/Mr. Wallach assigns shifts/Big 
Mac/old and new principals/Mr. Chang shows up/lots of VIPS/Winter Concert/ 
decorations/50-50 raffle/color guard/choir/gifts for Mr. Chang/Arroyo change drive/ 
California Adventure/Toy Story ride/soup in bread bowl/Tower of Teror/Sunshine 
Plaza/cramped back lot/long walk back/ 
 
Coming Up… 
Winter Guard – indoor competition season for the Color Guard. 
Drumline – Battery and Pit compete in marching format. 
Ensembles – various ensembles form to perform music. 
Jazz Band @ Home Basketball games – play pep tunes to cheer on our team. 
FamilyFeast – fundraiser dinner with silent and live auction. 
District Festival – Concert Band, Wind Ensemble, and Jazz Band are adjudicated. 
Spring Concert – our performing groups play at this concert. 
Awards Banquet – students and family enjoy a nice banquet dinner and recognize the 
achievements of individuals. 
 
We have already had a wealth of memorable moments so far this year and as you can 
see, there are more opportunities to attend events that support our kids and will build 
even more lasting memories. Thank you to those parents that have supported the vari-
ous events as chaperones, drivers, cooks, packers, carpenters, and in many other ways. 
I look forward to continuing to work together the remainder of this year. 
 
 

WIM Club President 
Gary Murakami 
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1985 PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION 
 

 
 As our new President has now been sworn in, this is a good time to reflect on the his-
tory of the Wilson Band and Ronald Reagan’s 1985 Presidential Inauguration.  As some of 
you may know, the Wilson Band was involved in the Ronald Reagan’s 1985 Presidential Inau-
guration.  And if you’ve noticed the flag in the Band Room, you know that the flag is also 
connected to the inauguration.  However, most of you may not know the entire story… 
 
 The Wilson Band, under the direction of Gil Adams, was invited to represent Los Ange-
les County in Sacramento for the rededication of the Capitol Building in 1982.  The state 
senator at the time was William Campbell who lived in Hacienda Heights.  He later nominated 
the Wilson Band to represent California in Ronald Reagan’s second inauguration.  The Band 
applied and was accepted.  To raise funds for the trip to Washington D.C., the Band sold 
anything and everything that was profitable.  Local Congressman David Dreier helped sup-
port the fund raising drive.  He made an appeal to help raise funds on a local radio station, 
but the broadcast was heard nationwide.  The Band received donations from states as far 
away as Florida and Washington.  Enough funds were raised to purchase plane tickets and 
stay at the J.C. Penney College in the District of Columbia.  When the Wilson Band arrived in 
Washington, Congressman Dreier arranged for the Band to visit him and go through his of-
fices. 
 
 At the time of the Inauguration, there was a huge snowstorm that caused telephone 
lines to go down.  Communication was limited to cell phones and telegraph messages.  The 
tour guide for the Band sent a telegram to Mr. Adams requesting his attendance at a meet-
ing for the parade participants at a local Army post.  An old salt explained that the parade 
was cancelled due to the weather and ceremonies were moved inside the Capital Centre, an 
indoor arena in nearby Landover, Maryland.  It was so cold that when the band took a two-
hour tour of the National Cathedral on the way to the Cap, all the instruments and beverages 
in the bus undercarriage were froze.   
 
 Because President Reagan was from California, the Wilson Band was selected to play 
for the President.  At the ceremony, the Band was seated right next to Vice President George 
Bush and his wife as well as President Reagan and his wife. It was a great treat.  The Band 
played for the President along with another band representing Texas where Vice President 
Bush was from.  The band from Texas was disappointed because the Wilson Band got to play 
first.  When the eight band directors met Gil, they asked him where the other directors were 
seated and they laughed when he explained that he was the only director (evidently, the 
Texas directors left some other directors at home). 
 
 The rest of the trip was very memorable.  The Band got to tour many historical sites 
including the FBI building, the Washington Monument, Lincoln Memorial, Jefferson's Memo-
rial, Mount Vernon, the Smithsonian, Library of Congress, the White House, and the Capitol 
Building.  To commemorate this historic event, the flag that was actually flown over the 
Capitol Building during the hours that the parade would have been taken place was pre-
sented to the Wilson Band.  This flag is now displayed in the Band Room.  
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8th ANNUAL FAMILY FEAST 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT:   SPAGHETTI DINNER, SILENT AUCTION & RAFFLE 
WHERE:   WILLOW ADULT SCHOOL CAMPUS 
WHEN:   FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2009, 7pm-10pm 
COST:   $10 per person 

 
 
THE DINNER 
You are invited to participate in 8th Annual Family Feast Fundraiser. First, you will partake in 
a delicious dinner that will include spaghetti, a salad, garlic bread, cookies, and a beverage 
(soda or coffee). At the conclusion of the dinner, we will end our Silent Auction and have our 
Raffle. This year, our goal is to raise over $5000 to help pay for expenses for the color 
guard’s trip to San Diego, new musical instruments, a new field podium, and our awards 
banquet. Tickets must be purchased by Monday, March 9 (checks may be made out to WIM 
Club). 
 
THE SILENT AUCTION 
We are currently obtaining prizes for our auction and raffle. For the Silent Auction, a list of 
items that will be auctioned will be compiled and posted in the band room. Selected items 
will also be auctioned live. For each item, the person with the highest bid wins (remember 
when bidding that checks made out to WIM Club are tax deductible). Bidders must be pre-
sent at the dinner. 
 
THE RAFFLE 
We will have several prizes that will be in a general raffle that will take place at the dinner. 
Tickets are $1 and may be purchased at the dinner or from any RWMA student prior to the 
dinner. Winners do not need to be present at the dinner. 
 
 

We are currently accepting donations for the raffle and auction. 
If you have a donation, please send it in to Mr. Chang. 
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WINTER CONCERT 2008 
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DISNEY’S CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE 
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