
 

 

G  reetings!  Second semester is well 
underway and so are the different 
performance ensembles of the 

RWMA!  The Jazz Band just completed playing 
at all the league varsity basketball games and 
are preparing for their competitive season that 
begins on March 28 at the La Sierra Jazz Festi-

val.   

The Winter Guard season has begun and the team is off to a good 
start as they have moved up into a higher class from last year.  The 
Drumline and newly created Mallet Ensemble are preparing for their 
competitive season with very entertaining shows.   

Both the Concert Band and Wind Ensemble are preparing musical se-
lections for the District Music Festival on April 8 at Workman High 
School .  The District Music Festival will be preceded by the Pre-
Festival Concert on March 25, a joint concert with the Cedarlane and 
Mesa Robles bands.  And the Chamber Music ensembles are begin-
ning to meet in preparation for their recital on April 28.  If you enjoy 
seeing our kids in action, there are plenty of opportunities…just don’t 
let them all slip away! 

 Jonathan Chang 
Director  
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Upcoming Events:  

 
• March 4 & 18 —Scrip 

Orders Due 

• March 13—Family Feast 
& Silent  Auction  

• May 8—Spring Concert  

• May 11—Drum Major 
Tryouts 

• May 15—Awards Banquet  
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R  W  M  A 

Wilson Instrumental Music Club, Inc. 

http://www.wilson.hlpusd.k12.ca.us/band/home.html 

Band Room  
Phone Number 
(626) 934-4572 

Parent Volunteer 
Phone Number 
(626) 771-9505 

PRINTER CARTRIDGE FUNDRAISER REMINDER 
 

Another fundraising opportunity available to the RWMA is recycling 
used ink jet cartridges.  We collect the used cartridges and send 
them in to be recycled.  Send your used ink jet cartridges (in a zip 
lock bag) with your student to be put in the “jar” in the band room.   
Together, we can help the RWMA and also help the environment! 
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         The Sound Board 

This is my second year in the RWMA, but as a senior will sadly will be my last. 
This year I am glad to have joined the Alliance Council serving as Publicity along 
with two other great members. I got to really interact with more members of 
the band, and with the many fundraiser and events I had attended, really began 
to become involved. From this, I certainly learned a lot of responsibility, time 
management and learning to do things on my own. Color Guard has also been 
doing great, and we just kicked off our first season with our first Winter guard 
competition at Arcadia High School with our show, “Hometown Glory” by Adele. 
With our recent move up an entire class to Scholastic A, we had gotten fourth 

place out of seven guards at Arcadia High School, and will continue to move up the rankings. We have been 
working hard to really clean our show and show everyone in the circuit that despite only having seven girls, 
we will definitely show them what we got, and show them just what we can bring to the competition floor. 
 

Vivienne Lee, Senior Color Guard, Publicity 

Hello RWMA families. My name is Nora, this is my last year in band and my first 
year in Alliance Council. The council experience has already opened my eyes to 
many of the aspects of Band I have taken for granted the past three years.  
During marching season, I took on many responsibilities I did not need to in the 
past. I am sure this concert season will not be any different. One of the many 
events that we must work hard toward is Family Feast. Family Feast is a silent 
auction dinner created to help raise funds in to help Band and Color Guard with 
our animal spending. Already we have been asked to go looking for donations so 
we can auction or raffle off. As a council member I will take extra initiative to 

find many appealing donations so we can raise enough money to have an amazing second semester.  
 

Nora Nevarez, Senior Flute Section Leader 

With the long, laborious, late-night rehearsals of the fall marching season be-
hind us, many wonder, “What comes next for the RWMA?” For some, their work 
load drops to a simmer as their involvement is limited to the less time-intensive 
Concert Band season. For others like myself, though, (the few, the proud), the 
spring season is home to a whole different band experience. To me, 
“springtime” means “springline” (or, in less colloquial terms, the onset of 
“Spring Drumline”). For those unfamiliar with the Spring Drumline program, it 
can be defined as “the auditioned competitive group of percussionists who re-
hearse to perform in shows sponsored by the American Drum Line Association 

during the spring semester”- at least, that’s the textbook definition. To me, though, the Springline is rather 
defined as “a funny (irrational) little group of kids who put in an extra six hours of rehearsal a week amidst 
the fact that (1) we have to pay to do this (2) we don’t get study periods to help compensate for lost time, 
and (3) (for the last 3 years) we have received no class credit for our efforts.” 

 
Yes- It’s quite the irrational activity, and I, too, have struggled with the question: “Why go through the trou-
ble?” Well, as I mentioned earlier, it’s a completely different experience from marching band. For starters, 
our rehearsal environment is much less rigid and far more relaxed. We tend to enjoy each other’s company, 
and have far too many tales that start with, “Remember when you were a sophomore…” and end with uncon-
trollable laughter. We brave the frigid cold to listen to “The Adventures of Brian Santner” while Lacey’s 
“children” relax in the warmth of the band room (which is arguably unfair). We all get our own seat on the 
bus, dress up in ridiculous costumes, have quirky props, and perform to comical music. We kid; we joke; we 
even play tag. Oh- and of course, every once in a while, we drum. 
 

(cont. on page 3) 
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President’s Message 
 When I remember this time of year last year, I was contemplating accepting the nomi-
nation for WIM Club President. It was not an easy decision to make but there were many rea-
sons that led me finally accept the honor and responsibilities of the position. Those reasons were 
people like Jodi, James, Jenny, June, Jean and John (coincidentally all names beginning with the 
letter “J”) who promised that they would be there to do whatever was needed to support the 
WIM Club if I became the President. 
 It was their commitment to this booster club organization that helped me to make the 
wise decision to accept the president position. And I can honestly say without any regrets that 
this is a wonderful place to be. The eagerness and willingness of those parents to support the 
band and color guard has proved that they have kept their promises. I really feel well supported 
and not over-burdened. I am thankful for the over 60 parents who have put in significant effort 
so far this year to make the RWMA program successful. 
 Special thanks to John Eckman, past President, for his expert knowledge, careful guid-
ance, and helping hand this year. He has been a great encouragement and made the job of Presi-

dent less daunting. I hope I can be just as good a supporter of the next President as John has been to me and the WIM Club. 
 This is all to say that with the upcoming Board of Directors elections coming at the Annual Meeting on 

April 6th, I hope that you all will show your support for the incoming officers and committee chairpersons by committing to 
being there to do whatever is necessary for the WIM Club. If you will make the same promise that was made to me last 
year, we can expect to have a well-run, happy, and productive team that supports our students in the band and color guard. 
 Here are the nominees as of this writing for the 2009-2010 WIM Club Board of Directors. We will also take nomi-
nations from the floor at the Annual Meeting so if you would like to run for one of these positions, that option is still open 
to you. It is not a problem having more than one nominee for a position. Elections are on April 6th and the one-year terms 
begin in June. 
 
 President   Open 
 Vice Presidents 
  Ways and Means  Marilou Li 
  Color Guard  Helena Wong 
 Secretary   Cindy Greenup 
 Treasurer   James VanGerpen 
 Member at Large   Jodi Scrivens 
 Member at Large   Maria Lam 

Gary Murakami, 
WIM Club President 

The Sound Board, cont. 
 
Looking back on the past four years, I really can’t complain. Though my musicianship won’t help me get a 
job in the future, the time-management, dedication, leadership, friends, and memories I’ve picked up from 
Springline will last me a lifetime. Plus, I am proud to say I can finish Brian’s stories from memory before 
even he can. 
 
With this said, all good things come at a cost. For the first time in a while, we will be competing in the 
marching division of ADLA, translating into extra expenses we haven’t had in the past half-decade. In order 
to cover these expenses, we are currently asking for donations. I guarantee this year’s show (featuring the 
Super Mario Brother’s soundtrack) will be entertaining- But without the help of generous donations, I cannot 
guarantee it won’t be tacky (Grammatically wrong, but you get the picture). So, if a funny, irrational little kid 
happens to ask you for a donation, I encourage you to break out the money you’ve been saving for a rainy 
day. (1) It will go towards creating timeless memories, and (2) It’s not going to rain for another year. 
Thank you, and I look forward seeing many of you at a Spring Drumline performance. 
 

Corbin Murakami, Battery Section Leader/Co-Historian 
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