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 reetings!  

Weôre off to another great start to our year!  
Our first performance at the 4th of July Parade went 

well and we were able to give a hint of some great 
performances to follow in the coming year.  We just 
finished our summer school class and the ñrookiesò 
have shown a lot of improvement as they are get-

ting used to marching and playing at the same time (itôs really not as easy 
as it sounds).  It is also encouraging to see new (and old) faces of boosters 
who I hope to see more of supporting our students by volunteering their 

time.  Welcome to the RWMA family!  

If you havenôt visited already, please take a look at our website at 
http://www.therwma.org.  It is full of information that hopefully will keep 
you up to date with everything that is going on in the RWMA.  

I hope to see everyone at a performance or meeting in the near future!   
  

Jonathan Chang  

Director  
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Fundraiser Updates  

 A big thank you to everyone who came out to help and sup-

port RWMAôs summer car washes.  We made $626 on July 10th and 
about $400 on August 21st.   

 Also we want to thank all the parents who helped on 4th of 
July Parade day.  The band concession made $482 and Color Guard 

brought in $203.  

Thank You!  
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         The Sound Board 

Hello family and friends of the RWMA!   

 The 2010 -2011 marching season is off to a great kick -start.  At 
the Summer school program, the incoming freshman learned their 

music and marching skills while the rest of the band brushed up on 
theirs. Next, the RWMA marched in the Fourth of July (or is it the 
fifth?) Parade.  Surprisingly, the weather was cool, which made the 
experience for the returning members all the better.   

 After Summer Band, Liliane Ly (the Drum Major), Ryan Tam, 
and I attended Drum Major Camp.  At this week - long camp, we 

learned conducting techniques, and honed our leadership skills.  Waking at 6 in the morning and 

back in the rooms at 10 each day, the experience was tiring, yet exciting and useful.  Liliane Ly 
graduated from her Masterôs program, Ryan Tam was the best conductor in his Intermediate class, 

while I completed the Advanced Mace class with flying colors.  This only prepared us for what was 
to come at Band Camp!  

Currently, Band Camp is going on, and the band is excited to be learning the field show and football 
pregame.  Our field show is entitled óEarth Construction in 4 movements.ô The members are working 
hard and the staff is thrilled to be working with us, which will culminate in a successful season.   

Now, the Royal Wilson Marching Alliance is back once again to perform at Friday night football 
games, and Saturday competitions!  

 

Michael McKay (Jr), Assistant Drum Major /  
 Saxophone Section Leader  

 

 
 Weôve started learning our drill for field show as well as starting 

what we can on pregame. Weôre starting out well with everybody working 
to get the show done as fast as possible so weôre hoping that everyoneôs 
focus will continue for the rest of the season. After the first week of band 
camp we had our second car wash and it was surprising how hard every-

one was working after four days of hard work at band camp. Though we 
didnôt make as much as our first, it was still a fairly successful car wash. 
On Saturday, August 28, we have our second Jamba Juice fundraiser and 

flyers are required. You can get a flyer from the band room or off the RWMA website. School is 

starting again soon so we will start having our regular Tuesday and Thursday night rehearsals once 
school starts. Also, there will be a few Saturday rehearsals as well as picture day on the 18 th . On 

September 4 th  there will be a pool party for RWMA members, more information on that will be on a 

flyer.  
 

 
Tyler Greenup, 2010 - 2011 President /  

Percussion Section Leader  



 

 

 

 The signs are in the air that summer is coming to 
an end, days are getting shorter, evenings are getting 

cooler and band camp is in session.  Such is the bitter-
sweet end of another summer.  Weôre anxiously looking 
forward to the new field show, while lamenting the end of 
the slower pace of summer.  

The band looked and sounded great in the Hacienda 
Heights ñI Love Americaò 4th  of July parade.  Mr. Chang 
and the other instructors do a great job of training the 
freshmen and getting the entire group to march as one in 

a short two week period.  They looked sharp in their white 

visors and matching RWMA t -shirts.  Thank you to every-
one who helped haul supplies to and from the park as well as everyone who made and sold the 

ever popular sno -cones and worked the concession.  It was a good day for fellowship and making 
new friends.  I want to thank everyone who donated ice and bottled water, and loaned us their ice 
chests.  It was definitely a team effort and we couldnôt have done it without everyoneôs help and 
support.  I really appreciate it!  

The first of two car washes was held on July 18, and I think we were busy from 8:00 ï 2:00 

with very little rest for the students washing cars.  There will be another car wash August 21, from 
8:00 ï 2:00 at the Carlôs Jr. Restaurant at the corner of Fullerton & Colima. 

 Our next event will be the Family Potluck Dinner and Orientation Meeting.  It will be held on 
Friday night, August 27.  The dinner will start at 6:00pm, followed by the orientation meeting.  

Rounding out the evening will be the first performance of this yearôs field show.  A flyer will be sent 

home with more information on this event ï including asking you to bring a certain type of dish for 
the dinner.  Everyone always has a good time at this event.  Your entire family is welcome to at-
tend the dinner, meeting and performance.  Mark August 27 on your calendar and plan to join us!  

 Our first performance this year will be a home football game on Friday, September 10 th .  For 
the game we will need parents to sell popcorn and sno -cones, help with the pit and move the per-
cussion instruments on and off the field.  It is a lot of fun and the more people we have, the easier 
it is for everyone.  So, watch for emails with more information and another esign up as game day 

gets closer.  

See you on the 27 th , 

 

 

 Cindy Greenup  
WIM Club President  
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Presidentôs Message 
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ñ4th of Julyò Parade on July 5, 2010 



 

 

PAGE  5 

Royal Wilson Marching Alliance  

Definition of Terms  

 

The Royal Wilson Marching Alliance ï RWMA:   This is an alliance of the marching band and color guard that comes 
together to perform at various events and to compete in Southern California field show tournaments and parades.  
The Director of the RWMA is Mr. Jonathan Chang. 

WIM Club, Inc.:   The Wilson Instrumental Music Club, Inc. is the parent  booster organization charged with the fund-
raising activities and assisting in deploying the marching band and color guard of Glen A. Wilson High School at all 
performances.  All parents of band and color guard students are members of the organization and are asked to par-
ticipate in the events of both the RWMA and WIM Club. 

Glen A. Wilson Marching Band:   This is the actual band, which will number approximately 105 students this year.  
Students participate in the band for class credit.  The marching unit performs at parades and band tournament com-
petitions throughout Southern California and sometimes throughout the state.  Field show competitions occur on Sat-
urdays during the fall semester each year.  The band will perform during the second semester on an occasional ba-
sis.  During the second semester, the students are divided between several different musical performing groups; 
Wind Ensemble, Concert Band, Jazz Band, and Drumline. 

Color Guard:   The color guard was originally organized to carry the ñWilsonò sign for the band in parades.  The unit 
has evolved into a performing unit in its own right and complements the band at field show competitions.  The color 
guard also competes all year, with indoor competitions during the second semester of the school year.  The color 
guard is part of the RWMA, with a paid professional instructor reporting to the Band Director, who is assisted by the 
Vice President ï Color Guard.  This elected parent officer represents the color guard on the WIM Club Board of Di-
rectors 

Band Council:   This is the student leadership group for the Royal Wilson Marching Alliance.  There are members 
from both the band and color guard on the Band Council.  It mirrors the parent booster organization, the WIM Club, 
with respect to fundraising and assisting the Band Director in implementing Alliance policies and leading the RWMA. 

Golden State Field Classic ï GSFC:  The RWMA hosts its own adjudicated band tournament in the Fall of each year.  
This year it will be held on the fourth Saturday in October.  The GSFC organization is a stand alone organization that 
is responsible for the planning, operating, and financials for the event.  It reports to the WIM Club Board of Directors.  
The organization has its own treasurer and committee chairpersons drawn from the WIM Club.  Parent volunteers 
manage concessions, parking, facilities, etc.  The GSFC hosts between 25 and 30 bands and approximately 10,000 
people during the day long band competition.  It is mandatory that each student of the RWMA work the GSFC the 
entire day and one parent of each student work a minimum of one shift that day.  This is the WIM Clubôs largest fund-
raising event of the year.  We manage to raise the majority of the funds needed for the year through it. 

Southern California School Band & Orchestra Association ï SCSBOA:   This is usually referred to as the ñSCSBOAò.  
This is the organization that governs the field show competitions and supplies the judges for the field show competi-
tions in Southern California.  They also sponsor a Championship Field Show Tournament at the end of the season 
featuring the top ten bands in each class. 

District Festival:    The District Festival is held during the second semester of the school year, usually in March.  This 
is the spring evaluation of the Wind Ensemble and Concert Band.  The Marching Band is divided into these two band 
organizations for the second semester.  It occurs on a weekday and runs from approximately 8:30 AM to 9:00 PM.  It 
involves approximately 24 bands and 2,000 students.  All the bands from the four high schools and all the middle 
school bands in the school district participate.  Some bands from outside of the school district participate on occasion.  
Every four years, Wilson High School is required to host this adjudicated district band festival.  When we host this 
event, it requires WIM Club participation and support.  Each of the four high schools in the district rotates the hosting 
of the District Festival.  The other host high schools are Los Altos, La Puente, and Workman.  Wilson will host the 
festival in the spring of 2011. 

Area Concert:   This is a joint concert held in the Spring each year in the Wilson High School Gym.  It consists of the 
performing bands from the two middle schools that are associated with Wilson High School; Cedarlane, Mesa Robles 
and the elementary schools in the quadrant as well.  The RWMA also performs at this concert and it is used as a 
ñrecruitingò tool for both students and parents to get involved in the instrumental music program at Wilson High 
School.     
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What is Shared Cost?  

Why do we need to pay it?  

Each student that is a member of the Royal Wilson Marching Alliance has a financial obligation for 
the year; known as ñshared costò.  These funds are necessary to pay for specialized instructors, 
vehicles to move equipment to each field show, competition and football game, entry fees for the 
competitions, new instruments and equipment for the RWMA, uniforms, repair and maintenance 
of existing instruments and equipment, and food for the students on the competition days, usually 
Saturday.  The funds provided by the school district do not come close to covering all these ex-
penses, especially for a group of 120 students.  This year, we estimate that in addition to the 
shared costs we will collect, the WIM Club will have to raise approximately $40,000 through fund-
raisers to meet all these expenses. 
 
The shared cost obligation for the band members and the color guard are different.  For each 
band member, the shared cost obligation of $375 is due Wednesday, August 17

th
, the first day of 

band camp.  It can be paid as a lump sum or in four installments.  If you choose to pay by install-
ments, they are due on the following dates:  
 

First Installment:  Due:  June 17      $100 
Second Installment:  Due:  August 17   $100 
Third Installment:  Due:  October 1   $100 
Final Installment:  Due:  November 1   Remaining balance 

 
The first installment is due the first summer rehearsal .  Fundraising events are scheduled 
each month, beginning in band camp, to help the students earn their shared cost obligation.  The 
WIM Club also has a scrip program.  You can purchase scrip for many stores, restaurants, and 
other services in the area.  A percentage of the face value of the scrip will go to your studentôs 
shared cost account.  Purchasing scrip is a very easy and quick way to raise some of your shared 
cost obligation.  
  
The Golden State Field Classic (GSFC) is the WIM Clubôs major fund raising event of the year.  
This single event brings in the most funds to offset the $40,000 we need to raise.  Everyone in the 
RWMA is responsible for selling advertisements for the GSFC Program.  Your student received 
information on selling these ads during the second week of summer band.  The selling of ads is 
underway and many students have already turned in some ads. 
 
Finally, Mr. Chang is the administrator for all of the studentsô shared cost accounts.  Any ques-
tions you may have about the balance in your account should be directed to him.  If you have any 
financial constraints or questions, please bring the matter to Mr. Changôs attention immediately 
and he will work with you. 
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22nd ANNUAL  

GOLDEN STATE FIELD CLASSIC ï ñGSFCò 

FIELD SHOW COMPETITION  

It is that time of year ï AGAIN!!!!  

 

 The most important fundraising event of the year for the WIM Club is the 
Ȱ'ÏÌÄÅÎ 3ÔÁÔÅ &ÉÅÌÄ #ÌÁÓÓÉÃ ɉ'3&#Ɋȱ. This year marks the twentieth year of this event 
and it will be held on Saturday, October 30th, at Glen A. Wilson Wildcat Stadium.  The 
entire Royal Wilson Marching Alliance hosts this event. All students of the RWMA are 
expected to work the entire day and sell advertising space in the souvenir program. 
Parents are asked to work at least one, four hour shift and are encouraged to contact 
their employer and friends to solicit ads. The marching band and color guard depend 
on this fundraiser to make up the funding gap between the shared cost requirements 
and expected expenditures for the year. Everyone supports this event including the 
Wilson High School administrators, the Hacienda-La Puente District management and 
the HLPUSD Board of Education. 

 The GSFC is an adjudicated event; meaning official judges from the Southern Cali-
ÆÏÒÎÉÁ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ "ÁÎÄ Ǫ /ÒÃÈÅÓÔÒÁ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÒÅ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÅ ÅÁÃÈ ÂÁÎÄȭÓ ÐÅÒȤ
formance of their field show. For the past twenty years, we have hosted a very success-
ful tournament, thanks to the generous support of parents, students, alumni, friends, 
and community businesses. It is estimated that approximately 8,000 ɀ 10,000 people 
attend our day long event. Everyone must help by volunteering to work that day!  

 The GSFC is organized on a committee system. Committee Chairpersons are vol-
unteer parents from the band and color guard. Each committee chairperson needs vol-
unteers to work shifts during the day. 

 This is a critical year for us. Many of the chairpersons from the last couple of 
ÙÅÁÒÓ ÈÁÖÅ ȰÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅÄȱȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÎÅ× ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÅÐ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÏÓÉȤ
tions. The one good thing is that the past parents have left excellent written instruc-
tions on what needs to be done. The biggest responsibility is overseeing the volunteers 
and students working in that area on the day of the GSFC. 

 Look for more information regarding the Golden State Field Classic from your 
student, on the official RWMA website (www.TheRWMA.org), and in the next edition of 
the WIMsical Newsletter. 
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Photos from the Car Wash 


