
 

 

G  reetings!   We are well into the second half of the 
year and busy as usual.  The Color Guard is in 
the middle of their competitive season and is 

making good progress as they near their championships in 
the middle of April.  This year, we have a competitive per-
cussion ensemble featuring concert percussion instru-
ments.  They went out and placed 2nd in their class with a 
very piece filled with infective rhythms.  And the concert 
bands are hard at work preparing for the District Festival at 

Los Altos High School after giving a preview concert with the Mesa Robles and Cedar-
lane bands.  We also have the Jazz Band and Chamber Music ensembles preparing 
for future performances.  If you haven’t caught any of these groups performing, there 
are still opportunities coming up soon.  Make sure you don’t miss out! 
  
Beyond performance, we recently held our 9th Annual Family Feast.  We were able to 
raise over $3800 between the dinner, raffle, and auctions.  This marks the highest total 
ever!  Special thanks to Cindy Greenup for doing much of the organization and Don 
Chaney, our emcee who returns every year even though all his children graduated 
through the program.  And thanks to all the families and local merchants that donated 
prizes for our raffle and auction.  Without your help, Family Feast would not be possi-
ble.  For a list of local merchants who made donations, please visit our website.  It 
would be nice to support those who support the RWMA. 
  
Whether you have been with the RWMA for a long time or just a short while, you 
probably recognize the Holthouser name.  Every year, a scholarship in the memory of 
Kenneth Holthouser is awarded to a graduating senior at our Awards Banquet.  Ken-
neth was in the band and passed away at a very young age.  This Kenneth Holthouser 
Memorial Scholarship has been funded by Kenneth’s parents, Jack and Helen 
Holthouser, since before I became director in 1997.  On March 10, Jack Holthouser 
passed away.  Jack was a former booster parent along with his wife, Helen. Both be-
came great friends with former director Gil Adams and his wife, Diane.  As a booster 
parent, Jack served as booster president for the WIM Club and was known for an-
nouncing the RWMA at football games and field show tournaments.  Jack will be 
greatly missed by many. 
   

Jonathan Chang 
Director  

Director’s Take 

March 2010 Volume XLIII, Issue 5 

WIMsical Notes 

Upcoming Events:  

 
CG Tournaments 
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         The Sound Board 

     Hello everyone, spring break is just around the corner and Family Feast 
was a success. Just a while ago we had our Family Feast. It consisted of a 
Family Dinner, a silent auction, live auction, and a raffle. Members of band 
had received donations upon many places and had received a variety of 
things, from gift certificates to the latest electronics.  We had around 100 
people attending this dinner, but we must always aim for more as usual! Con-
gratulating our drum line, they had also done a tremendously great job in 

their division. They had gotten second place! Of course, our winter guard has been doing a splendid 
job in their part. Receiving fourth out of seven schools was their placing in the most recent competi-
tion. Be sure to congratulate them if you see them around! 
 Several other fundraisers had also been done previously. Some fundraisers were our previ-
ous Chipotle fundraiser and our Sadie’s fundraiser. At our Chipotle fundraiser a lot of students and 
adults enjoyed their delicious burritos while supporting band. Thank you for all the people that had 
been able to attend, and make sure to attend our next fundraisers as well. They’re a nice time to 
socialize and help out the band at the same time.  Our RWMA banquet is coming up soon, and we 
historians have to make a grand slide show consisting of photos from around the year. While we 
may have some great photos and videos, it’s never bad to have more! So, if you want to support 
the upcoming slideshow, any media files would be certainly accepted. Michael Mckay and I are this 
year’s co-historians, so please contact us at m_mkay@yahoo.com or tbbriansong@gmail.com Thank 
you!  

Brian Song (Soph), Historian  

Greetings! 2nd semester of band has been going off at a slow start, but fur-
ther practice and dedication will surely get us to the place we want to be. The 
first and last drumline competition turned out to be very exciting and ended 
up getting 2nd place! Great job you guys.  Talking about competitions, wind 
ensemble and concert band also did great at Festival. The turnout was very 
good and everyone ended up having a great time performing and getting 
judged. Also, the Chamber music recital will feature different chamber groups 

along with several different ensembles. Come and support our musicians! Jazz band will also be 
performing in May 1st, and hopefully a lot of people can come and support our jazz players while 
having fun listening to their groovy music. Toward the end of the year, our last spring concert will 
show our appreciation to those seniors who have dedicated their four years to band, and will allow 
them to pass out roses to their parents. This day is the final marking point of their last few days in 
Wilson high school and the Royal Wilson Marching Alliance, and gives us a little glimpse of what 
they want to do with their lives after high school, and also, to finally say goodbye and good luck.  
This is not the day to miss out such an event and we all hope to see you there.  

Lena Kil (Jr), Clarinet Section Leader  

Marching season is over and concert season is now taking over. Our band has 
been practicing for our annual district festival and we’re off to a great start. 
Attendance to this year’s family feast has been the most successful we’ve 
ever had and we were able to make it a profitable fundraiser, not to mention 
fun and exciting as well. The Drumline has had a successful season as well. 
They scored second place at their first and only competition this past Satur-
day. Our district festival this year will be on March 31 at Los Altos. We look 

forward to seeing family and friends show their support for both our concert band and wind ensem-
ble. Hopefully you can all make it, can’t wait to see you all there!  

Justin Chyu (Sr), Upper Brass Section Leader  



 

 

  Thank you all who attended the Family Feast on Friday, 
March 12.  It was a fun and successful evening, so thank you all for 
your donations and purchases!  

 The band and wind ensemble have been working hard for the 
District Festival.  This year the Festival is being hosted by Los Altos, 
it is open to the public and there is no admission fee.  If you would 
like to come out and support the band our performance times are:  
Concert Band 5:30 and Wind Ensemble 8:15.  

 Due to ever changing regulations set forth by the post office, 
we will be moving towards an electronic only version of the WIMsical Notes.  Watch for forthcoming 
information on how to sign up to receive the link to the newsletter.    

 I would like to thank everyone who stepped forward to help with the reception for the WASC 
Committee on March 21.  This was sponsored by the WIM Club, Football and Basketball boosters.  I am 
proud to say that WIM had the best representation and that our members stepped in and got things going 
in their usual efficient manner.  Thank you!  

 We have a number of dads who have been working on various projects to make our members’ 
lives easier from building new carts for Winter Guard props, and another percussion cart and helping 
transport equipment to competitions.  Thank you all for giving of your time and talent to our students.  
We couldn’t get things done without all of you!  

 It is also time to start planning for the Annual Awards Banquet.  If you have any ideas, or would 
like to work on that, please let me know.  

Cindy Greenup 
WIM Club President 
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President’s Message 

Family Feast Fundraiser 
Thank you to everyone who attended our 9th Annual Family Feast as 
well as those who donated items for prizes for the raffle and auctions.  
With our best attendance at the dinner, we were able to exceed our 
past mark and raised over $3800 between the dinner, raffle, and auc-
tions. 
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In Memory of Jack Holthouser 
Cynthia Kirkley 

  
I first met Jack Holthouser when I was a brand new teacher at Glen A. Wilson High School. For a long 
time, I thought he was Gil Adams’ twin brother. Where Gil was, Jack wasn’t far away. The more I got 
to know Mr. Adams, the more I learned about his friend, and my future friend. 
  
Jack and Helen’s daughter, Diane was on the Drill Team in those early years at GAWHS. In fact, Jack 
was instrumental in creating the Drill Team Booster Club. Later, their son Kenny was in the Band. 
(Kenny died quite young, and a perpetual award is given, in his honor, to an outstanding band mem-
ber at their annual Awards Banquet. 
  
Jack and Helen were the ultimate Boosters. They helped wherever needed—Helen helped Diane Adams 
with the uniforms. Jack loaded, drove, unloaded, reloaded the band truck every week. In the days 
when we played our football games at Los Altos H.S. and had a band tournament, or parade on Satur-
day, then there were multiple loadings, un-loadings, reloadings of the band truck. I remember when 
the district office decided that someone from district transportation should drive the truck, instead of 
Jack. That district driver came around the corner by the girls’ locker room and smashed into the cor-
ner of the roof. Oops…better let Jack drive the band truck! 
  
Between the all of the loadings and unloadings of the band truck, Jack was also the “Voice of the Wild-
cats”. He did the announcing of all of our field shows. His voice should be familiar to thousands of 
alumni. 
  
When the rumblings began about building a stadium at Glen A. Wilson H.S., Jack was right there lead-
ing the way. It was so exciting to have our own stadium—for football games, track meets, school ral-
lies, graduation ceremonies, and yes, even our own band tournament, which was named the “Golden 
State Field Classic”. When it was going to cost too much money to engrave the stadium seats with the 
donor’s names, Jack bought the tools and spent months out in the hot sun engraving every single 
name into the seats. He even created an index where donor’s can find “their seats”. (It should be in 
the Media Center.) And where was Jack during a football game? Right down on the sidelines with Jim 
Baucher, “working the chains”. 
  
Another big project for Jack was Bingo. He got the idea that having bingo games in the Gym every 
Tuesday night would help to support the various groups on campus, Band, Football, ASB. Los Angeles 
County said, “That’s never been done on a school campus.” Did that stop Jack?  He continued pushing 
and plodding along until Glen A. Wilson H.S. was the first public high school to have legalized bingo. It 
wasn’t long before Jack became known as “Mr. Bingo”. 
  
At the annual Wilson Instrumental Music (WIM) Annual Banquet, Jack was again working behind the 
scenes, helping Gil to order and organize all of the awards that would be presented to outstanding 
students. At one of the banquets, I remember Gil Adams and Jack Holthouser being referred to as the 
“Lone Ranger and Tonto”. 
  
The band room at Glen A. Wilson High School is named after “Gilbert R. Adams”. Who lead that 
charge? Yes, Jack Holthouser once again led the way for the building to be named in Gil’s honor. 
  
The students and staff at Glen A. Wilson High School owe a tremendous debt to Jack Holthouser, even 
if they have never met him. It’s important for them to know some of the history behind their school 
traditions. There are few in this world that give so much of themselves for the benefit of others.  I 
miss, Jack Holthouser, but I feel blessed to have called him my friend. Thank you for all that you did 
for our beloved Glen A. Wilson High School. 
  
Cynthia Kirkley was the Wilson High School Drill Team/Dance Team Advisor from 1977 
through 2004. 
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